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Method
Online survey: 
Select how similar 
the handshapes 
are to the shape 
of the letter
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34 deaf STS 
8 deaf/HH ASL 
8 hearing control

Results: General Results: Detailed
Both ASL and 
STS signers 
rate most own 
handshapes 
as more iconic, 
but they 
accept that a 
few foreign 
handshapes 
are “better”

Conclusions
Hearing non-signers rate alphabets ASL ≈ STS 

Signers rate their own alphabet as more iconic, even 
in cases with identical handshapes 

All signers agree: some handshapes are more iconic

L G2w me X CB f~ .
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Introduction
Iconicity is defined as a “perceived 
resemblance between aspects of form 
and meaning” (Dingemanse 2019)

Signers judge their own sign 
language as more iconic than 
foreign ones (Occhino &al 2017)BUT

1A
Do signers see their own alphabet  
as more iconic than foreign ones ?


